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Abstract: This review deals with Prof. Milena Kirova’s latest book titled The Heroic Body.
History and Masculinity in the Hebrew Bible published by Kibea Publishing House. Milena
Kirova is one of the very few Bulgarian biblical anthropologists and the subject of her study
in the book under review is the story of the biblical warrior, king and prophet David and his
sons Absalom and Solomon. The review traces the main points of the book — the attempt at
representing an ideal of the male body (as a notion and a reality), the understanding of the
beauty and perfection of the biblical man; the notion of circumcision as a symbolic wound
connecting the man with his Creator; the wisdom of the ruler according to the concepts of the
Old Testament; love between men; old age, disease and death of the Biblical hero.

* This is an alternative title proposed by Milena Kirova in the book.
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I{apsAT 1 HEroBUTE CHHOBE™
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David played and pleased the Lord.

But You don't really care for music,
Do you?

Jlenapn Koen /“Anumys‘/
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3a mopeneH, TPeTH MbT, Ce cpeliaMme Ha ObJirapcka TEPUTOPHUS C aHTPOIOJIOTHUSTA Ha
OuOeCKusl CBAT, C MalCTOPCKOTO ,,pa3MarbocBaHe Ha OumOIeiickaTta ucropus oT mpod.
Munena Kuposa (cien ,,bubneiickara sxena“ u ,,Jlapun, Bemukusa®). U, ectecTBeHO, KaKTO
CTaBa BUHArW Ha TPETHs BT, Ta3U KHHUTa € Haii-xyOaBara. [Ipu3HaBam cu, 4e Osx 3aruieHeHa
OT Hesl, KaKTO M OT HJeWUTe, KOWUTO IMpenjara, OT ,,HOBUA NMPOYUT Ha Beye IO3HATHU
CTapO3aBeTHU pa3Kasu, JOOUJIM MOBEUE IUTBbTHOCT U peaTHOCT B u3cneaBaneTo Ha M. Kuposga.
To Hu mpejuiara mHpoKa MajauTpa OT BBIPOCH, KOUTO B €IHMH MOMEHT ONUPAT HE CaMoO [0
Crapust 3aBeT, HO U 10 COOCTBEHOTO HU OMTHE U cMUCHJIa B Hero. [Tucarenkara 3abemnsi3Ba u
OCMHUCJISI HAHOBO peaulla y>K IpeOHU Ha MPBHB MOrJeH ACTalau B JAPEBHUS TEKCT, KOUTO CE
OKa3BaT BaXHU U HEOOXOIUMH 32 aHAJIM3a HA CTAPO3aBETHUTE IIPUTUH.

Knurata e TonkoBa 6orara Ha T€3W U BHYILIEHUS, Y€ 3a HESl MOXKE J1a Ce MUIIEe MHOTO,
HO a3 IIe ce orpaHuya caMo C €/IHa MO-JIECHA JIMHUS HAa TIOBECTBYBAHUETO — HCTOpHUATA 3a
uapsi ¥ HeroBuTe cuHoBe. M T eAMH Lap UMan TpuMa CHHOBE, KO OT KOW MO-TpeKpaceH.
Taka 3amouBaT MHOKECTBO TPUKA3KA OT CBETOBHUS PETUCTHD / U BHB BapHaHT ,,cIMH Oaria
“Mas TpUMa CUHOBE® UJIM MPOCTO ,,6IMH YOBEK MMajl TpPHUMa CHHA‘‘/, TaKa 3armo4Ba U Ta3u YK
,HETPUKa3Ha* MPUKa3Ka, KOATO CH € BCHIIHOCT ChbBCEM MCTHUHCKA. [IbpBUAT CHMH 3aruHai ot
pbKaTa Ha Opar cu, BTOPHUAT CE€ OMUTAN Ja 3aB3eMe LIapCTBOTO U Jla HAJOXHU BOJISTA CH HaJ
ocTapenusi cu 0aia, a TPETUsIT, KaKTO CH MY € PeAbT, C€ OKa3aja Hal-TIPEKPACHUAT OT BCUUKHU.
Hapst e 6ubneiickusat JlaBun, a cunoBete My — AMHOH, ABecaiioM U COJIOMOH.

HaBua ce poaws 6e3 6JaropoHO MOTEKIO, HO C€ MPEBBbPHAT B 0YapOBATEIICH MIIA]l
MBXK, KOUTO ce XapecBa Ha BCUYKU, B XpaObp BOuWH, Oe3cTpaimieH Ooel, KOWTO moOemau
BenukaHa [onuar, cMsTaH 3a CBPBbXYOBEK, MOTOMBK Ha HSKOTAITHU YOBEUIKH pojioBe. Tou
W3BBPIINI JECETKU IMOABU3H, CTAHAJ BEIMK BOCHAYAIHUK, JIATAN C JKEHH, JOPU U UYXKIH,
MomnajHal B IAPCKHsS JABOpel, KpAeTo u cam nap Cayn My TpemoxXuI NMpeKpacHata Cu
neiieps Menxona. B eanH MOMeHT, koraTto napst ce ono3opui, JaBua Oun u30paH 3a uap u
ce MpeBbpPHAI B MPOPOK, B MBIBP U CIPABEIJIUB BJIAJETEN, OCTABUJ 3aBUHATH UMETO CH B
ucropusita Ha M3pamn. Y He camo ToBa — TOM CTaHal CUMBOJ HAa MB)KECTBEHOCTTa, Ha
MBKKaTa CHJjia ¥ XyOOCT — TOH BBILTBTUI ,,EPOUYHOTO Tsu10°. ETHO MBXKKO Ts10 TpsiOBa 11a €
TOYHO TaKOBa, KaKTO CIIPAaBEIJIMBO OTOENs3Ba M3CIIEOBATENKaTa, 3a Aa ObJe Bb3MPUEMaHO
KaTo 4YOBEIIKUS €KBUBAJEHT Ha ['ocrozga, chTBOPHII YOBEKa ,,lI0 CBOM 00pa3 u moaodue. 3a
Jla U3Tpajy UCTUHCKAaTa HU MpeACTaBa 3a Ta3u CUMBOJIMYHA BPb3Ka MeXIy ['ocnona v 4oBeka,
3aJI0KeHa B ,,[TOI00METO", KOETO € TPYHO Jia CU MIPEICTaBUM, TIPH MOJIoXKeHue, ye ['ocrnon e
Oe3TeneceH, TS € HallpaBUJIa MHOKECTBO MPOYUBAHUS, KOUTO 00OTaTsABaT MpeACcTaBaTa HU 3a
3HAQYEHHETO Ha BCEKM E€JIEMEHT OT TAJIOTO — KocaTa, O4YHWTe, YCTHHUTE, YIIUTe, Opamara u
CHEIMATHUTE HAUYMHU 32 HEHHOTO O(QOpPMIICHHE, CEKCYalHUSAT OpraH M CEeKCyalHaTa cuja,
M3KJITIOYUTETHO BOXKHH B TO3W Cirydail. EcrecTBeHO, 0OBpHATO € BHUMAHUE W Ha CBHPIIETO,
KOE€TO M3TJIeX/1a B APEBHUTE TEKCTOBE HSIKAK ,,u3BbHTENECHO . CelIMalHO MACTO € OTAEJIEHO
Ha puTyaja Ha OOpsS3BAaHETO — HAHACSHETO HaA €IHa ,CAMBOJMYHA paHa“, 3HAK 3a
MIPUHAIICKHOCT KbM ,,CBOUTE, HAali-CETHE 3aBET MEXIy 4oBeka u [ocmoma, KOMTO TpsiOBa
“Ma Kax ,,J1a M03Hae CBOMTE . 3a BCEKH OT TE€3U €JIEMEHTH € HAPaBEHO OTPOMHO MPOYYBAHE,
KOETO PECTIEKTHPA ChC CBOSATA 3abIO0YEHOCT.

JlmyHocTTa Ha 1apsi € oOTriedaHa JeTaliIHO OT MHOTO CTPaHH, 3a Ja C€ BUAM JAJH
OTroBaps Ha ujeana 3a Benukus Bruajaeren. OcBeH GU3NYECKOTO CH U3NbUBAHE TOH TpsOBa na
MpUTEXRaBa MBAPOCT, 3a Ja yIPaBIsABa, a MOXKE Ja OTCHXKA MPABUWIHO, B TO ,,ChC CHPIIETO
CH, a HE TOJIKOBAa C yMa CH™, 3al10TO J1a CH A0OBp CHhAUS HAa HAPOJA CH CHIIO € YacT OT HJIesTa
3a BenmuueTo. M THI mpen HAc ce M3MmpaBs UCTUHCKUAT oOpa3 Ha map Masua. Llap [HaBun,
TeMa Ha TOJKOBAa MHOTO MPOU3BEICHUS HA U3KYCTBOTO, OKa3Ba ce, M300110 HE € MIPEKPACHUST
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MIJIaJ MBXK, 32 KOTOTO 3HaeM, ue Oy BceoOmo Bb3xuiienue. Criopen M3cienBaHETO, Ha
KOETO HaIlbJIHO C€ JOBEpsBaM, 3alllOTO € MOAKPENEHO C LIATEeJIeH aHalu3, ,,TOW € HUCHK,
YEpBEHAAIECT, ¢ I'bCTA U YOPJIaBa pHKa Koca“. SIBHO B TO3M BUJl HE OTIOBApsl HA IIpECTaBaTa
HU 3a KpacoTa M aBTOpKaTa JIOpU IpeJroara, 4e peHeCaHCOBUTE TBOPIU Ouxa OUIIM MHOTO
pa3odapoBaHM, aKO MOXKEXa Jia BUAST UCTHUHCKHS My 00pa3. A3 obade ce ChbMHsIBaM, Y€ T
Ouxa OuiaM pa3oyapoBaHU OT TOBA, JOPU MHUCHS, Ye HE OMXa ce 3auHTepecyBaju Ja pazdoepar
KaK TOYHO € m3riexaan JlaBun Bemukus, 3amorto 3a TSX TOH € OWJI CHMBOJ — CHMBOJ Ha
aHTUYHAaTa KpacoTa, ChUETaHa C JyXa Ha TBOPYECTBOTO. 3aIIOTO MMa €AUH MHOI'O BAXKEH
aCIIeKT OT JUYHOCTTa Ha uap JlaBuia, KOUTO HE € U3SICHEH B KHUraTa. Ts Hu npencrassa laBua
Mbxa, JlaBua BouHa u JlaBun Buazerens, HO He u [laBun noera. Cropen chliara Tasu
bubnus, kosTo € B OCHOBaTa Ha u3cienBaHero, uap [aBun e aBrop Ha 150 mcammu, KOUTO
Bb3XxBaysiBaT I'ocriofga. ChbTBOPUII € YIUBUTEIHHU IO CBOETO BHYIIEHUE CTUXOBE, KOUTO U 0
JTHEC C€ MEST B XPUCTHUSHCKHUTE IIbPKBU IO Lienus CBAT. [0 HAC ca JOCTUTHAIM CTOTHUIU
obarapcku npenucu Ha [lcantupa ot Xl 1o kpas va XVII Bek, HIKOM OT KOUTO MPUAPYKEHU
OT BEJIMKOJICTTHM MUHHUATIOPH, MPEACTaBAIy JlaBU HEM3MEHHO ChC 3JlaTHaTa My apda B
pbKa. TakbB ro BmkaaMe U Ha peckure oT XpenpoBaTa Kyla, B MaHacTupa B ,,ApbaHacu® u
np. IlcantupsT Ha nap JlaBun e Haii-pa3npocTpaHeHaTa CTapO3aBeTHA KHUTA MO OBJITapCKUTE
36MH M aBTOPBT € BB3IPUEMaH MPEAr BCUUYKO KaTO MOET U IEBEll, a HE TOJKOBA KaTo Lap U
BJIAJIETEL.

[lucarenkara cpaBHsaBa nap Jlasun ¢ Axun bbp30oHOrus, HO TOHM € MO CKOPO AIOJIOH
ChC 3JIaTHATA CH JUPa, KOUTO CE U3BHUCSABA HAJl BCUUKU C KpacoTaTa akO HE Ha TAJIOTO CH, TO
Ha TBOpYECKHUs cU AyX. IMEHHO KaTo ANOJIOH CIIOpel MEHE € MPEACTABEH U BbB BEJIMKaTa
ckynntypa Ha Mukenanmxkeno. CpaBHeHHeTo ¢ AXuil obaye € MPOJAUKTYBAaHO U OT Mapanesna
3a GIM30CTTa MeXIy Hero u ITaTpokbn u GimsoctTa Mexnay Jlaun u Monatan, Gpar Ha
chrpyrata My Menxona. Bspro e, ue mo6oBTa Mexny JlaBum u MoHATaH € MHOTOKPATHO
n300pa3siBaHa B €BpOINEiicKaTa *UBOMKC, HO BHHATH KAaTO MPHATENCKA MPErpbaKa Mexay
JIOBEPEHMUIM, HUKOTA KAaTO CeKCyaneH KOHTAKT. JlaBua oOmuan MonaTaH ,,kakTo oOmHdYan
aymiata cu‘ TBBpAU OmbOnedckusT TekcT. VM, kakTo mucarenkata oTOens3Ba, TyK HaMHpame
OTpa3eH MOJETbT 3a ,,JJIOOOB MEXKIYy JBamMa TepOM — MPHUATENH, KOUTO C€ MOAKPENST
B3aMMHO — MUTBT 32 MBXKKOTO MPUATEICTBO, KONTO pabotu u nHec. Ta3u ,,JiI000B MEXKIY
MBXeE®, KAKTO U BCHUYKHM APYIH acCHeKTH OT ,,repoMdHoTO Ts10° M. KupoBa pasriexna B
M3KJTIOYUTETHO MIMPOK KOHTEKCT — OT ['mnrament o npouytus ¢unm c [lox Hroman u PoGept
Pendopa ,,byu Kacunu u Ceamanc kua“. Ho B kpas Ha Kpauiata, KakTo U aBTOpKara
00sICHsIBa, B CIIy4as BakKH MakcHUMara, ue ,.,e[IMH MBX MOXe Ja ObJe HambIHO pa3dpaH U
OIIEHEH caMo OT Apyr MbX*“. E, He e i Taka? KakTo nMa u ciiyyau, KOrato €Ha KeHa MOXe
na Obae pa3dpaHa HATBIIHO CaMO OT JIPYra JKeHa.

JKuorbeT Ha nap /laBua B mpuKa3KaTa CHM BbPBU M, KAKTO CTaBa ¢ BCUYKH HAcC, TOU
ocTapsiBa U1 U3HEMOISBA. ,,] €epOMUHOTO TS0 ocTaBa caMo jaajiedeH criomeH. CtapocTra Ha
aps € aHaJu3MpaHa, KakTO W BCUYKO APYro, MHOro cepuosHo. I[lucarenkara ycnsiBa na
pasraziae mopu OoyiecTTa My — TOM CTpajia B Kpas Ha KHBOTa CH OT CTapuecKa XUIOTEPMHUS —
OCBJIEH € Ha HEMPEKbCHAT CTYJ, 3alll0TO HUIIO HE MOXKE JIa IO CTOIUIU, IOPU U ChbBCEM MIIaJH
MOMHYETa, KOUTO BOJAT B MOCTeNsATa My. ToBa € crapocTTa B Y)KacHHs U BUJ — OTCIa0BaHe
Ha Kpakara, Ha pbleTe, Ha clyxa, Ha BKyca, 3arydoa Ha BCHUUKO, JJOPH Ha ,,CIIOCOOHOCTTA J1a ce
paznuuaBa A00po u 3m0“. He e nu TOBa MBTIAT HAa BCEKH YOBEK, YCISI Ja JOKUBEE JO
CTapoCTTa, A0 CBOS mocieneH naeH? Kbae € Maaauar mbx, kouto nosamwi ['onuat? Keae e
bor, 3a ga moMmorHe Ha OoH3M, KOWTO Hammcal ,,Bcsako muxanue nma xBanu I'ocmopa™? Tesm
BBIIPOCH, KAaKTO BHHArW, ocraBaT 0e3 OTroBop. ,,JYOBEK € Karo AbX, HUTE My ca Karo
IIPEKJIOHHA CSIHKA®.
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BmecTto enmnor aBropkara € momectuia paskasa ,,EnHa gpyra ucropud. EnuH 1mo-
paznuueH MbX*“. [IpeacTaBs HU €IMH MBXK, KOWTO HUKOTA HE € YOMBaJ YOBEK, KOMTO MpHUET C
JM000B M ChUYBCTBUE LlIapcKaTa AbLIEPS, U KONTO HE CE IPOTUBOIOCTaBWIJI HUKAK Ha TOBA, Ue
B €JIMH MUT 51 OTBEXJIAT OT HEro, a CaMO BBPBSJI IO MBTA U IIa4ell, a ChJI3UTE Ce CTHUYAIIH 110
JUIIETO MY W TMajaiy Ha IpamHus mbT. ToBa o0ade HE € Yak TOJKOBA HEMO3HATO, 3alI0TO
u3cleoBaTenKaTa MHOTO MOJPOOHO HU € 3aro3Hajia ¢ TUIIMOJIOTHUATa M CHUMBOJIMKATa Ha
MBKKUA 1u1ay B Ctapus 3aBeT. Bblpeku KpoTKHS IU1ady, TOYHO MEHE TO3U MBK HE MOXKE J1a
Me pa3BBbJIHYBa M pazuycTBa. UecTHO Ka3aHO, MpeJ HEero MpearnoyuTaMm JApaMaTH3Ma Ha
BTOpUs CUH Ha [laBua — ABecajoM M TO B MMra, KOraTo € TaM — rope Ha IaTpara, u Mpej
ounte Ha 11 M3pamn obnagaBa HaJIOKHUIIMTE Ha Oalmla CH, a OKOJO HEro ce pa3BsiBa
0o)kecTBEHaTa My KoOca, CTaHaja MOo-KbCHO IMpHUYHMHA 3a rudenta my. Ho, pa3dupa ce, mMost
mo0uMel] B MpUKa3KaTa € TpeTuar cuH — nap CoJOMOH, KONTO, KakTo pa3dpax MMEHHO OT
Tekcta Ha M. KupoBa, € eTMHCTBEHUAT OUOJICHCKH MBXK, KOUTO ,,JTF00CN )KEHUTE " — HE JIATAT
C TSX, HE TH 00JIafiaBall, He Ce ChbBBKYIISBAJ C TSIX, @ UMEHHO TH ,,JJI00eN™ U JOPH U3IIBIIHSABAT
Kallpu3uTe UM, KOETO MY CTPYBaJio TBBpJie CKbo. OHOBA, KOETO OMX MCKaya Ja 100aBs €, 4e
u nap CoJOMOH € M3KIIYMUTEIHO HU3BECTEH aBTOpP Ha MHOro oOMuYaHaTa OT HAaIluTe
kamKOBHUIM OoT XV u XVI| Bek Ouolielicka kaura ,,JleceH Ha mecHUTE , KAKTO U Tepoil Ha
MHO>KECTBO JAPEBHU aOKPU(PHU TEKCTOBE, BKIIOYUTETHO U OOTOMUIICKU MO MPOU3XOJ, KOUTO
3aciIy)kaBaT MOK€ OM BHHUMaHWE B JIPyrd, ObJeImM MyOJIMKaluU, KOWTO IIOKEJaBaM Ha
aBTOpKarta.

HansBam ce, ye ¢ Te3u HAKOJIKO pela CbM ChOyAMIIA y YUTATEIUTE MHTEPEC KbM
KHHraTa ,,] ' epoMYHOTO TS0, 3all0TO TOBa € KHUTA, KOATO TpsAOBa 1a ObJe mpodereHa U
KOSATO c€ 4yeTe Ha equH IbX. HamucaHna e epyaupaHo, HO M YBIEKATEIHO M JaBa MHOTO
nojie3Ha uHpopmanus 3a outuero uzobmo. [Ipusenena e 6orara Gudbarorpadus U U3 TeKcTa
“Ma HEe MaJKO IMTAaTH, KOUTO oOade HE UABAT B MOBeYe, a MoJnomaraT pa3OupaHeTo My.
OcBeH TOBa KHHUrarta € CHa0JeHa C MHOXECTBO IPEKPACHU MIIOCTPAlMM, OPraHUYHO
cBbp3aHu ¢ Tekcrta. [lomurpapuueckoro odpopmienue Ha MK ,, Kubea® e otnuyno, TO cnomara
YETEHETO J1a CE IPEBBPHE B UCTUHCKO YI0BOJICTBHE.

e 3armaBHETO € MPEIJIOKECHO KATO AJITCPHATHBHO B CaMaTa KHUT'A OT M. KHpOBa.



