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ABSTRACT

The Heroic Body is the second book in which Milena Kirova embarks to explore
history and masculinity in the Hebrew Bible. This is a contemporary cultural study of the
Biblical world as represented in the Hebrew Holy Scriptures (the Old Testament according to
the Christian faith).

While the first part of the study is focused on the figure of King David, the second part
deals with the Body — the body of the heroic man. David continues to play a major role, but
other biblical heroes are introduced as well.

The author takes an interdisciplinary approach which combines knowledge and
methods of research borrowed from areas such as the history and archeology of Ancient
Israel, anthropology, comparative studies of ancient literary works, gender studies...

The book aims not only at analysing Biblical texts, but also at achieving better
understanding of the similarities and differences between their symbolic messages and the
popular implications suggested by Modern Western culture.

The protagonist is the male body, the body of the man who makes history, thus — the
heroic body. It is represented through some of its most characteristic traits and states, through
the roles it plays in the Biblical world. The author interprets the symbolic meaning of the
metamorphoses through which the male body passes. The reader is going to learn why heroes
should be handsome, when heroes cry, what it means to have the Covenant incised onto one’s
flesh, why love between men was spread, how a hero’s body grows old and dies... In a series
of stories the author poses important anthropological and cultural questions, makes
comparisons with other ancient texts, such as the Iliad and the Epic of Gilgamesh, comments
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on the differences between the perceptions of masculinity in the Middle East and the
traditions of Western Christian culture.
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PE3IOME

,»] EpPOMYHOTO TS0 € BTOpaTa KHHMra, B koaro Mwunena KupoBa m3cinensa temara
‘Hctopus u mbxkectBeHocT B EBpelickata bubius’ — MOJepHO KyJITypOJIOTHYHO MPOYYBaHE
Ha OMOJIEHCKHUS CBAT, MPE/ICTABeH B KHUTHTE Ha eBpelickoTo Ceenieno nucanue (mau Crapus
3aBeT criopes XpUCTUSHCKATA PEJIUTHS).

Jlokato mbpBaTa yacT Ha W3CJEABAHETO € ChCPEAOTOYEHA BBPXY (QuUrypara Ha Lap
HaBun, hoxyc Ha BropaTa 4acT € TsuioTo — TAJI0TO Ha TepOUYHHS MBXK. [laBun mpoabinkaBa
Jla UTpae €1Ha OT IVIaBHUTE POJIM, HO 3a€IHO C HETO Ca BbBEIECHNU MHOXKECTBO APYTU FEépoH Ha
Ouberickus pa3kas.

[TonxoasT Ha aBTOpKaTa € MHTEPAUCLUILUIMNHAPEH, TOM 0OeIUHsIBA 3HAHUS U METOAU
Ha M3CJe/lBaHe OT IoJIeTa KaTo ucTopus U apxeonorus Ha pesHus WU3paen, anTponosuorus,
CBIIOCTABUTEIIHU TNPOYYBAHUS HA JPEBHU JUTEpaTypHU TBOPOHW, M3CIEABAHUS Ha IOJA...
[lenTa Ha KHUTaTa € HE caMO Ja OBJAT aHATU3UPAHU OMOJICHCKUTE TEKCTOBE, HO Ja Ce
OCMHUCIAT NPUIUKNATE U PA3JIMKUTE MEXAY TEXHUTE CUMBOJIMYHU IOCIAHUS U TOIYJISIPHUTE
BHYILIEHUS HAa CbBPEMEHHATA 3ala/iHa KyJITypa, CpeJl KOSITO KUBEEM.

I'maBeH repoit € TAJI0TO Ha MbBKa, KOWTO IIPAaBH UCTOPHS, WIM T€POUYHOTO Ts10. To e
MIPEJICTaBEHO 4pe3 HAKOU OT Hail-XapaKTepHUTE MY YEPTU U CHCTOSHUS, UPE3 POJIUTE, KOUTO
U3IIBJIHSABA B OMOeHcKus CBAT. Pa3ThiKyBaH € CUMBOJIMYHUAT CMHCHI HAa MeTaMop(o3uTe,
Ipe3 KOUTO MPEMUHABA MBKKOTO TsU10. UUTATENAT 1ie Hay4H 3aIlo repouTe TpsaOBa na ObaaT
KpacuBM, KOra IuladyaT, KakBO 3HAuW Ja Bpekell 3aBera, 3allo € Owia pasnpocTpaHeHa
M000BTa MEXAY MbXKeE, KaK OCTapsiBa U yMHpa TSUIOTO Ha repos... B mopenuua ot paskasu
aBTOpKaTa MOCTaBsl BA)XKHU aHTPOMNOJIOIMYECKH U KYJITYpHH MPOOJIEMH, NMPaBH CPABHEHHS C
JIpYT'¥ TEKCTOBE Ha JpeBHATa JIUTeparypa kato ,,JMnmmana®“ u ,,Enoc 3a ['muiramem®, komentupa
pa3IMKUTE MEXAY IPEACTaBUTE 3a MBXKECTBEHOCT B bimskus M3Tok M B Tpaauuuure Ha
3amajgHaTa XpUCTUSHCKA KYJITYypa.



