Plamen Merdzhanov
(Kotel, History Museum)

History Museum — Kotel
The Exhibition titled Kotel Figures of the National Revival at the
Pantheon of Georgi Stoykov Rakovski

Kotel is known as the cradle of the Bulgarian National Revival because it is the hometown of
many of the historical figures of the Revival period who had a major contribution to the cause of
the national enlightenment and the struggle for an independent Bulgarian church and political
freedom. On October 10, 1981 the grateful descendants of those people erected an impressive
monument at the centre of the town, known as the Pantheon of Georgi Stoykov Rakovski, which
has housed the exhibition titled Kotel Figures of the National Revival. In it is a marble
sarcophagus holding the bones of the great Rakovski, with the years of his birth and death —
1821-1867 — inscribed on it.

The Museum has four exhibition halls, each related to a different theme — Leaders of the Revival,
Enlighteners, Insurgents, and Revolutionaries.

The first hall, whose atmosphere reminds that of a church, features an exhibition dedicated to the
forefather of the Kotel leaders of the Revival Priest Stoyko Vladislavov (1739-1813), later to be
known as St. Sophronius, Bishop of Vratsa.

Ilnamen MepaxaHoB
(Koten, Ucropuuecku my3eit)

HUcropuuecku myseit — Koreua:
IlanTeon Ha I'eopru CroiikoB PakoBckH ¢ My3eiiHA eKCIIO3UIIUSA
»KOTJIEHCKH Bb3POKIeHIU”’

Hapuuar Koten nmronka Ha bparapckoTo Bb3pakaaHe, 3al0TO TYK ca POJICHU U3ThbKHATH
JENIM CbC 3HAYUTEIIEH IPUHOC BbB BB3POKIEHCKUTE MPOLIECH 3a HAllMOHAJIHA IIPOCBETA,
IIbPKOBHA HE3aBUCUMOCT U MOJIUTHYECKa cBOOO1a. B 11eHThpa Ha rpajia MpU3HATEIHOTO
MOKOJICHHE U3IUTHA BHYIIUTEICH OeToKaMeHEeH MOHYMEHT — nanTeoH Ha ['eopru CToiikoB
PakoBcku ¢ My3eiiHa ekcrio3unus ,,KOTIEHCKH BB3pOXKICHIM , ThPKECTBEHO OTKpUT Ha 10
okToMBpu 1981 1.

upokoro creaduiie Ha [lanTeona oTBexaa npea MpamopeH capkodar, KbJIeTo HaMupar
MOKOW KOCTHUTE OCTAaHKM Ha BEJIMK OBJITApHH: 3allMCaHO € UMETO U JIBeTe JaTh — ['eopru
CroiikoB Pakoscku, 1821-1867 r.

Mys3eiiHaTa 4acT ce CbCTOM OT YETUPH €KCIO3UIIMOHHU 3aJIM, KOUTO Ca TEMAaTUYHO
o0ocobenu: “bynurenn”, “Ilpocserurenu”, “byntoBHunm’ u “PeBontormonepu’.



B nppBa 3ai1a, 3ararBaiiia yceliaHeTo 3a YEpKBa, € IPECTaBEH NIpeATeyaTa Ha
KoTieHckuTe Oyaurenu — mon Croiiko BaamucmaBos (1739-1813), 6baetuusr ceetr CohpoHwHii-
enuckon Bpauancku. ExcniosunusAra 3anousa ¢ JIMKa My, KOUTO IIOMHUM OT PAHHUTE
YUYEHUYECKHU TOANHU — OeJIOBIIaC cTapel] ¢ KaliMaBKa, MbAbpP U JIOCTOJIENIEH, ChC CBUTA JAECHULIA
3a GalIMHCKH 0JIaroCIiOB, a B JIsiBaTa pbKa JbP)KU BIaJUIIKK Ke3bil. [loBede oT aBajecer
roguau non CToiiko 00y4aBa TyKallHUTE YYEHUIM Ha MUCMO U YETMO, 3aKbpPMSI €IHO CHITHO
IIaTPUOTHYHO MOKOJIEHHUE, KOETO IIPE3 CIIeABAILUTE IECETUIIETUS JaBa 3a0ee)KUTEIeH BKIal B
HanmoHanHuTe npouecu. B Koten Toit mocpernia xunengapekus monax [lavcuit, ¢ Gnarorosenue
noemMa Herosara “Mcropus cnaBsiHoOONTrapekas” u g npenucsa mnpe3 1765 r. [lo-kbcHo, KaTo
enuckon Codponuit, uznasa npe3 1806 r. cOOpPHUK OT HEJETHH M MPA3HUYHH IMOYYUTEITHU CI0BA
nox 3arnasue “Kupuakoapomuon, cuped HenenHuk™ — mbpBaTa HOBOOBJITapCKa MeYaTHA KHATA,
KOSITO BJIM3a B OJ1arouecTuBUs OBITapCKH JIOM M ToJydaBa UMeTo Ha aBTopa “Codponue”. 3a
CBOS CTPAIATYECKH J)KUBOT U 32 TIOJ0KEHUETO Ha OBITapHUTe MO BpeMe Ha KbPIUKATUICKUTE
pa3sMHUPHIIM TOH OCTaBs )kuBOTONHCa cu “YKutne u crpaganue rpemrHoro CoppoHus” — mbppBara
aBTOOHMOrpaduuHa TBopOa B Hamata aureparypa. [Ipe3 XVIII B. pa3BuBa npoayKTHBHA JEHHOCT
Kotnenckara KHMKOBHA I1IKOJIa U KaTO HEUH SIPBK IpeacTtaBuTel rnon CTOMKO Mpenucna,
JIOITBJIBA U MOABbP3Ba KHUTU C IIBPKOBHO-PEJINTUO3EH U HPABCTBEHO-TIOYUUTENIEH XapakTep. J(Be
OT TSAX ChABPKAT MPUIKUCKHU 0T 1766 u 1770 r. u ca noka3zanu B 3ajiata. B ekcno3unusita ce
HaMUpaT U Kyleade 3a BOJOCBET, U3M0I3BaHo oT nom Croiiko BiaguciaBoB npu ciayXeHUETO
My B KOTJIeHCKara yepkBa “Cs.cB. ai. IleTsp u [1aBen”, HEroBUAT BIaJMILKH K€3bJ1, IBPKOBHA
yTBap, UKOHU U OOTrOoCITy’)keOHa KHW)KHIHA, CBhP3aHa C KIJIMIHATa cucTeMa Ha oOydenue. Hapen
¢ ¢orocute ot npyru TBopOu Ha Codponuii BpauaHncku, cnupart norieaa BHYIIUTETHUTE 00pa3u
Ha boropunute — Credpan boropunu, Anexcannbp boropuan, Hukona Konaku boropumy,
Emanyun boropuau, Byt u npaBayuu CodpoHueBH, CBbp3aHH ¢ OJ1aroIeTeNHu Aela U C
IIPUHOCH B IIbPKOBHO-HALIMOHAIIHOTO JABM)KEHUE, B KYJITYPHO-IIPOCBETHUSI U MTOJIUTUYECKHS
KUBOT Ha OBITapuUTe.

B 3ayaTa Ha IpOCBETUTENNTE TOCETUTENST CE€ 3al103HABA C OHE3U UMEHUTHU KOTJICHIIH,
KOUTO IMPOIPaBAT MbPTHUHA B KHIKOBHOTO HH JIEJI0 M HOBOOBIATAPCKOTO yumnuiie. [IpueMHuk
Ha npocBeTuTenckure uaen Ha Copponuii e apxumaniput Heoput bo3senu, koiTo oTaBa cBOs
HECIIOKOEH JyX U HEeTPEeKJIOHHA BOJIS 32 HALIMOHAJIHOTO Bb3MOIrBaHe Ha Obyrapure. Toit e
BCEOT/IaeH OOpell 3a pa3BUTHE U YChBBHPILIEHCTBAHE HA CBETCKOTO YUMJIMILE U 32 U3I0JI3BaHE Ha
KHMBHSI HApOJIEH €3UK B HETO, aBTOP € Ha yyeOHHUKa B 1ecT yacTu “CraBsHO00JITapcKoe
JIETEBOJICTBO 3a MAJIKUTE Jiela” — €1H JIF00OpO/IEH MOBUK “... Ja C€ IPOCBETU U Bb3BUIIIH
HamwT pon...” Herosure auanosu “IIpocBemennuii eBponeunty, noixymepmas Maru bonrapus u
Cun 6onrapun”, “PaszroBop Ha mob6opoanute”, “Ilnau 6ennas Matu bonrapuu™ u ip. ca enHu
OT Hal-CUJIHUTE COLMAIHO-CATUPUYHHU ITPOU3BENICHNUS B HAIllaTa Bb3POKIEHCKA JINTEPATYPA.

“IlaTprapx Ha MBAPOCTTA” € HapeueH OT chBpeMeHHumTe cu 1-p Ilersp bepon (1799-
1871), mbpBHUAT OBArapCKH y4eH-SHIUKIONEAUCT. TOil muie ChuMHEHHATA CH Ha TIeT e31Ka,
nyOIMKyBa XWISAM CTPaHULIM 00EMHU TPYZIOBE B Pa3JIMYHU 00JIAaCTH Ha HayKaTa U €
BBIUTBIIEHUE HA KYJATYPHO-IIPOCBETHU IyX Ha Objarapckara Hauus npea EBpona B enoxara Ha
Bu3paxxknanero. Ho, ipean na 6b1€ MEIUK, €cTeCTBOU3NUTATEN U (PriIocOd, HETOBOTO
POI0TI0OMBO OBJITAPCKO ChpLE MY MOCKa3Ba Jla CTOPU Hai-HY>KHOTO 3a cBOs Hapoa. U Toii
u3nasa npe3 1824 r. 3namenuTus “bykBap ¢ pa3nuuHu Noy4deHus ...”, HapedeH oie u “Puben
oykBap”. C Hero bepoH mocTaBst HAYaJIOTO HA HOB €TaIl B Pa3BUTUETO HA OBIATaPCKOTO
MIPOCBETHO JIEJIO U CE U3sIBSIBA KaTO MbPBUS OBJITapCcKu Melaror, KOWTO permTeaHo ce 00sBaBa
3a BbBEXKJAHETO HA CBETCKOTO 00pa30BaHKe, OCHIIECTBIBAHO HA OCHOBATa HA TOBOPUMHUS
Obarapcku e3uk. B 3anmarta ca eKkcroHupaHu MbPBOTO, TPETOTO U YETBBPTOTO U3JAAHHUE HA
“Pubnus OykBap”. Kato ckbla peiankBa TyK ce CbXpaHsBa KOBUEXKe, B KOETO € IOMECTEeHa
CTBKJIEHHUIIA ¢ OaicaMupaHoTo chpiie Ha aA-p [lersp bepon. “ToBa chpiie )KKUBO € OHeno camo 3a
TM00E3HOTO 0Te4ecTBO brarapus’.

KbM KHMKOBHUIIUTE BB3POXK/IEHIN, KOUTO MPUOABAT pEAKU TPYI0BE Ha po10JIt00MBaTa
OBJarapcka JaBuIa, ca KOTJICHIIM, KOUTO MoJydaBaT 00pa3oBaHUE B €BPONEHCKUTE CPeHU



yuuinina u yausepcuretu. I'aBpuin KpbcTeBud 3aBbpIiBa FOPUINIECKOTO CH 00pa30BaHUE B
[Tapwx u e mbpBUAT OBJITapUH C JOKTOPAT IO MpaBo. Toil € eIUH OT BUJIHUTE Bb3POKICHCKH
SHIMKJIOTICICTH, KOWTO pabOTH B pa3IMYHA HACOKU: MarucTpaTypa, IOpUCIpyIEHIHS,
¢bunocodus, uctopus, AUIIOMALINS, TyOIUIMCTUKA, TedaT U T.H. Oco0eHa aKTUBHOCT
KpbcreBuu nmposisiBa B 0opOara 3a IbPKOBHO-HALMOHAIHA CAMOCTOSITEITHOCT M ChCTaBs
poeKTOycTaBa Ha briarapckara ekzapxus. ABTOp € Ha churHeHneTo ‘Mcropus Obarapeka” (. I,
1869). Cnen Anekcannbp boropuau 'aBpuin KpbcTeBud e BTopusT renepan-ryoepHarop Ha
N3rouna Pymenus no Cbeaunenueto — 1885 T.

JlyxoBeH cuH u npueMHuk Ha 1-p [lersp bepoH e miueMeHHuKsT My A-p Bacun bepon,
KOWTO 3aBbpIIIBa MEIUIIMHA, KaTo cienBa B MionxeH u BropuOypr. [IpuHOCHT My B pa3BUTHETO
Ha OBJATapCKOTO MPOCBETHO JIEJIO0 € CBBP3aH ¢ m3AaBaneTo Ha: “[IspBa Obirapo-dppeHcka
rpamaruka” (1859), “Jloruka, mbpBU BT Ha Obarapcku nsaoxena(1861), “IIspsa Obarapo-
Hemcka rpamaruka” (1868), “EcrecTBena uctopusi, IbpBY BT HA OBJITAPCKU CUCTEMATUYCCKU
usnoxena” (1870) u ap. B TweproBo npe3 1856 . 1-p Bacun bepon npasu nspeute
apXeoJIOTMYECKH pa3Kolnku Ha Tpamnesuna, a cieq OcBOOOKIECHUETO YUpeasiBa ApXe0IOorHuecKo
JPY>KECTBO.

3anama na 6ynHmosnuyume pa3kprBa ycTpema Ha KOTJICHIIH 3a cBoOoa. Tyk 1me ce uysr
WUCTOpUH U JiereHu 3a AnTbHIb CTOSH BOMBOJA, ApIIMHKO BoiiBoja, MiBaHuo CuBOB, 3a
[IPOCIaBEHUTE MTO/IBU3U HA BOJIEHTUPCKUS KanuTaH ['eopru Mamapues, y4aCTHUK B PYCKO-
Typckute BoitHU npe3 1806-1812, 1828-1829 r. u HarpaieH ¢ BUCOKUTE PYCKH OTIMYUS —
I'eoprueBcku kpbeT 1 opieH “CBera AHa”. Toli € opranuzaTop Ha BbcTaHueTo B KoTieHcko
npe3 1829 r. u BoeHeH pbkoBoAuTeN Ha BemyoBara 3aBepa. CnacsiBa ro oT 6€CHIIOTO caMo
pyckusT opunepcku myHaup. Ho He My yoOsirBa 3aroueHneTo Ha octpoB Camoc, KbIETO yMUpa
npe3 1846 1.

CnoasuwxHuk Ha MamapueB e kanutad Bacun XamkuBbJIKOB, KOUTO ydacTBa KaTo
JI0OPOBOJIEI] B CHIIUTE PYCKO-TYPCKH BOWHU U € OPraHU3aTop Ha PEBOIIOIMOHHUTE aKI[MH Ha
Oparapckara emurpars rnpe3 1841-1843 r., uzBectnu karo bpawmicku 6ynrose. M3paborsa
[IspBO OBATapCcKO OOITHO 3HAMe, KOETO AapsiBa Ha ObJIrapckarta 100poBoIYecKa IpYKUHA,
yuactBama B KpuMckara BoiiHa.

NuTepecHa muunoct € u ['eopru Unues CumeoHnoB, HapeueH “BoliHnka Ha Beka”, 3apaau
Y4aCTHETO MY BbB BOMHHU U BbcTaHus npe3 XIX cronerue. B npoabikeHne Ha MMOJIOBUH BEK TON
€ MOOOPHUK 3a CBOOOA HE caMO Ha OBIATapCKUs, HO U Ha TPBLKHS U CPHOCKUS HAPO/I,
OITbJYEHE U YYaCTHUK B ChEeIMHEHUETO.

B uemevpma 3ana — “Pesonoyuonepu”, ce cpemame ¢ JyXOBHOTO BEJINYHUE U
IUICHUTETHUS 00pa3 Ha ejHa OT Hal-IpKUTE JINYHOCTU Ha HameTo Bu3paxnane — ['eopru
CroiikoB PakoBcku. C kpaTKOCTTa Ha IOETUYHOTO ¢JI0BO Ba3oB n3puua chiHaTa Ha €IMH
M3YMUTEIIEH KUBOT: “MUCHI U XKeJsA30, JIUpa U Tpb0a — BCHYKO TH O€ BKYIOM 3a eHa 0opba”.
PakoBCKU € IbpBUAT BECTUTEN Ha UEATA 32 MOJIUTHIECKO OCBOOOX/IEHUE HAa OTEYECTBOTO Upe3
BceoO110 BbcTanue. Kato B3eMa BCHUYKO LIEHHO OT TPaJUIIMUTE HAa HApOA00CBOOOIUTEIHATA
60p0ba, KaKToO M OT PEBOIIOIIMOHHUS OMUT Ha OaJTKAHCKUTE U €BPOIEHCKUTE HAPOIU, TOU
pa3paboTBa MOJIUTHYECKATa HIE0JIOTHsI Ha HAal[MOHAJIHATa peBotoLus. J[e0To My € MOAUYNHEHO
Ha eJJHa MUCBHJ — “J[eTo Kake HapOAbT — TaM U a3”. YUACTHUK B JBUKEHUETO 32 IIbPKOBHO-
HaIlMOHAJIHA CAaMOCTOSATEIHOCT, BOWBO/Ia HAa YeTa, OpraHU3aTop Ha II'bpBaTa BOMHCKA €IMHULIA
“bparapckara jgerus’, cb3JaTel Ha YeTHHYECKaTa TAKTUKA U CTpATerus, MyOIHIINCT, TOET,
(honKIOpHUCT, AUTIOMAT — pa3HOCTPaHEH U HeoOxBaTeH € PakoBcku, eMaHaius Ha OOIIECTBEHO-
MOJUTUYECKHUTE TPOLIecH B OBJITapCKUTE 3eMu Tpe3 cpeaara Ha XIX B.

B 3anata ca nmokazaHu pbKONUCH, BECTHUIIM, TBOPOM Ha PaKOBCKM U JTMYHU BEIIH, KOUTO
Ha CBOM €3MK Pa3KpuBaT Ta3u ByJKaHMYHA HATypa U HECIIOKOEH TUTAHUYECKH nyX. Beuuko,
KOETO M3JIM3a OT HErOBOTO IEPO, € MPOIMUTO OT €/IHa BEJIHKa I1eJ1 — cB00O01aTa Ha OTEUECTBOTO.
“bparapcka nueBHuna”, “Jlynascku neben”, “bpanuten”, “bynpmuoct”, “I'opcku MbTHUK,
“ITokazasnel” ... — TRbPAE MHOTO € HATMCAHOTO B KPAaTKUS MY KUBOT.



MHoroctpanHaTta 1eMHOCT Ha PakOBCKH, HErOBUTE MPOSBU HA ITOJIUTUYECKOTO U
KHIKOBHO TOTIPUIIE CBUJIETEJICTBAT 3a CHUIJIHA CTPACT, KOSITO CaM TOM OIpesess KaTo IbJI0oKa
m000B KbM poauHara. JIlo00BTa KbM OTEYECTBOTO € MMOCTOSIHHOTO HAYall0 B HETOBOTO KHUTHE-
outue. M HUIIO Yy THO HSIMA B MOCIIEHATA BOJISI HA OOJTHUS BOMBO/A: /1a HE TIO3BOJISAT OJIU3KHUTE
My Jla CE€ CMECH HETrOBUSAT IIPax C Ipaxa Ha JAPYyrH, a J1a Ce IPEHECE TOM B poJiHaTa MY 3€M.
[TaTpuapxbT Ha OBJArapckaTa HallMOHAIHOOCBOOOAUTENHA PEBOMIOIMS YMUpa Ha 21 OKTOMBpHU
1867 r. B Bykypemt. [Torpeban e B rpooumero bemy. OceMHazeceT ToJuHM MO-KbCHO, HAa 2 IOHU
1885 r., kocTute My ca mpeHecenu B Codust u mocraBeHu B Xxpama “Csera Henemns™”. Tlpe3 1942
I'. CMbPTHUTE OCTaHKU Ha PakoBcku ca npeHeceHu B Koten. OTHOBO ce chXpaHsBAT B YEPKBa, a
npe3 1981 r. HaMupaT CBOsI BeUEH MOKOM B OeIOKaMEeHHHS TaHTEOH. MOHYMEHTHT BHYIIIABa
CaMOYyBCTBHETO — YOBEILLIKO ¥ HALIMOHAJIHO OT Bb3pOXkACHCKaTa ciaBa Ha Koren u
MIPEKJIOHEHUETO MPe]l MHOTOTO O€JIeKUTH KOTJICHCKU AeHIIM, KOUTO BIPaXKAaT CBOS )KUBOT U
reporvHa CaMOXepTBa B JieTonrca Ha bearapus, a TEXHUTE 3aBETH M U3KOHHA OOMY KBbM
poAMHATa OCTaBAT HAllE HEMPEXOJHO HACIEIACTBO.

[TanTeonsT Ha ['eopru PakoBcku u My3eiinaTta ekcrio3unus “KoTiaeHcku Bb3poxkaeHIN” ce
HaMUpaT Ha 8 M. O] TEPEHHOTO HUBO, KaTo 00I1aTa BUCOYMHA Ha crpaaara € 17 M. ApXUTEKT e
Jumutsp KpbcTeB, a OpUTHHAIHOTO XY10KECTBEHO-TIPOCTPAHCTBEHO OPOpMIICHUE HA
My3€lHaTa eKCIO3ULHUs € JeJI0 Ha XyJ0XHNKa ATtaHac HelikoB. B nmanTeonHara yacr, cpeuty
MpaMopHus capkodar Ha PakoBcku, e OpoH30BaTa cKynmnTypa “Bb3kpecenne” Ha Xynoxauka /1.
boiikoB, BHyIaBaIa uaesta 3a 6e3cMbpPTHETO Ha reposi, KAKTO U HOBOOTKPUTHS MOJIMTBEH KbT.



