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The Readings in Historical Studies May This Be the Beginning... Held in Kotel

The 200th anniversary of the assumption of St. Sophronius, Bishop of Vratsa is a date that
embodies the historical significance of our nation and presents us with an occasion to keep
rediscovering and reconsidering the national values and their definitive role in shaping the fate of
the nation. It is also a reference point to assess our present and to consider our future. The
Readings titled May This Be the Beginning... will contribute greatly to the explicitation of the
theoretical and applied, conceptual and political, as well as moral dimensions of one of the most
prominent figures of the Bulgarian National Revival and a leader of the nation — St. Sophronius,
Bishop of Vratsa. In such a way the Readings will help in translating his guidance and message
to the present day and the contemporary generations, which is the most important purpose of
every reminiscence and every historical pursuit.

Acknowledging the role of the Readings not only in the cultural life of Kotel and in the context
of the celebration of the 200th anniversary, but also in terms of their contribution to the
scientific treatment of the historical role of Sophronius, I sincerely thank all the participants for
joining the event. | remain hopeful that we would be able to likewise pay tribute in full measure
to other titans of our nation's history who were natives of Kotel — a town which has been an
endless fountain feeding our less than high self-esteem and an abounding treasury of national
virtues and pride.

Ilnamen MepaxaHnoB
(Koren, nupektop Ha McTopudeckust My3eii)

Hcropuyecku yerenus: "Beanb:xk n1a 0b1e Havauo...” B Koten

200-ropumiHMHaTa OT ycrenueTo Ha cBetu Copponuii-enuckon Bpauancku e nara,
U3MBJIHEHA ¢ UCTOPUYECKA HAllMOHAIHA 3HAYMMOCT U ITOBOJ 3a MOCTOSIHHO NPEOTKPUBAHE U
MIPEOCMHUCIISIHE Ha HAIMOHAIIHUTE HU IIEeHHOCTH, Ha OIpeJieNiAliaTa UM ChIIHOCT B Ch0aTa Ha
HaIUATa, HA ChOTHOCUTEIHOCT KbM ChbBPEMHUETO U OTIPABHOCT KbM Ob1enieTo. Mcropuueckure
YeTeHUs 101 Ha/IcI0B “BeiHbxk a Ob/1e Havyano...” e OKakaT CBOsI 3HAKOB MPUHOC 32
eKCIUTMIMpaHE Ha TEOPETUUYECKH U MPAKTUUECKH, UACHHO-TTOJUTHYECKH U MOPAIIHU TJOMUHAHTU
Ha €/1Ha OT Hali-IpKUTE JUYHOCTH B BBJIrapcKoTO Bb3paXaaHe, HapOACH MacTUpP — CBETH
Codponuii-enuickon Bpauancku, u Taka 1ie Tpancepupar yOeIUTeTHO HETOBUTE 3aBETH U
IIOCJIAaHUS KbM JHEIIHUS JIEH U JHEUIHUTE [TOKOJIEHNUS, KOETO € Hall-BayKHaTa 11€J1 Ha BCSIKa
PEMHUHHCIIEHIINS U Ha BCSIKO HCTOPUUYECKO IUPEHE.

OneHsBaliky possiTa Ha TE3U YETEHHUs, HE CaMO B KyJTYpHUs KUBOT HAa KoTen U B paMKuUTe Ha
YeCTBAHMSITA, HO U C IPUHOCHMS UM XapaKTep B HAy4HATa TPAKTOBKA 3a pOJIATa Ha JIUYHOCTTA B
ucTOpHUATa, Oarojaps 3a TpyJa Ha yyactHuiure. OctaBaM ¢ HaJIexk/1aTa 3a OT/1aBaHe JIaH 110



no00eH HaYMH U Ha APYTH TUTAHU B HAIlMOHAJIHATA HU UCTOpHUS, pojaeHu B Koren — rpaz, KoiTo e
HEIpeChXBalll U3BOP 3a IIOU3YEPIIAHOTO HU HALIMOHAIIHO CAMOYYBCTBHE, 4 TaKa ChIIO U
HensueprnaeMa CbKpPOBHIIHUIA HA HAITMOHAIHU JOOPOAETENN U TOPAOCT.



