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ABSTRACT

In socialist Bulgaria, an “author’s certificate” was a document issued by the Patent Office,
certifying a person’s rights to an invention. This book studies “author’s certificates” in
photography in Bulgaria between 1970 and 1991, focusing on the connection between facts,
words and images, and offers a personal view at this type of documents, while shedding light
on the conflict between truth and falsehood.

The book features works by 11 Bulgarian authors from this period which outline the
boundaries of the phenomenon of “subjective documentalism” against the broadest possible
cultural and historical backdrop. The book explores the tension between terms from the
professional idiom and the meaningless political Newspeak. What is “subjective
documentalism in Bulgarian photography”? A wordplay, a style phenomenon, a working
method, an author’s stance or something else...? The book takes part in the ongoing debate
about the legacy of totalitarianism.

Antoan Bozhinov is a Bulgarian photographer and a lecturer in photography at the Faculty of
Journalism and Mass Communication at Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski. He graduated
as an engineer from the Technical University at Sofia in 1984 and received the title of a “fine-
art photographer” by the Culture Committee. In 2017 he defended his PhD in
photojournalism. He has participated in more than 100 collective exhibitions and has received
over 60 awards. He has organised over 40 solo exhibitions in Bulgaria, Greece, Spain,
Portugal, Romania, Russia and France. In 1999 Antoan Bozhinov created the Phodar
International Biennial, whose tenth edition was held in Sofia in 2019.
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AHTo0aH boxknHoB. ABTOpCKH cBUAeTeacTBA. Cy0eKTHBEH
AOKYMEHTAJU3bM B Objrapckara pororpadus 1970-1991 r. Copus: YU
"CgB. Kiiument Oxpuackn'', 2019, 304 c. ISBN 9789540745923

PE3IOME

B counanucruuecka bbarapus ,,aBTOPCKO CBUAETENCTBO" € NOKyMEHT, KOMTO ce M3/1aBa OT
[TaTeHTHOTO BEIOMCTBO M YJIOCTOBEpSBA JIMUHM NpaBa BbpPXY H300pereHue. Ta3u kHHra
u3cieBa ,,aBTOPCKUTE CBUAETENCTBA" BBB (poTorpadusra y Hac npe3 nepuoga 1970-1991 r.,
BpB3KaTa MeX1y (akTH, IyMHU U 00pa3, IMYHUA MOTJIe] KbM TOKYMEHTa U B KpaifHa CMeTKa —
KOH(JINKTA MKy UCTUHATA U JIHKaTa.

[IpencraBenu ca TBopOu Ha 11 Obarapcku aBTOpH OT Hepuona. Te ouepraBaT rpaHUIUTE Ha
SBJICHUETO ,,CYOCKTHBEH JAOKYMEHTAIU3bM'", TIOJOKEHO B MAKCHUMAaJHO IIHPOK KyJTYpHO-
UCTOPUYECKH KOHTEKCT. M3cnmeaBa ce M HAmpEeKEHUETO MEXAYy TEpPMUHUTE B
npodecHoOHaTHUS €3UK W Oe3CMHUCIEHHs NoJuTH4Yeckd HoBo-roop. Ilo e ,.cyOexkTuBeH
JOKyMEHTaIu3bM B Obirapckata (otorpadus"? Wrpa Ha gymu, cTUIOB (PEHOMEH, METOJ Ha
pabota, aBTOopcka no3uuus win...? KHurara ce BKIII04Ba B akTyalHus Ae0aT 3a HACIEICTBOTO
Ha TOTaJIUTapU3Ma.

Amntoan boxxuHoB e Obarapcku ¢otorpad u npenogasaren mno ¢ororpagus BB dakynrera
M0 JKypHAJUCTHKa U MacoBa KomyHukauus Ha Coduiickus ynusepcuret ,,CB. KinmumeHT
Oxpuncku". Ilpe3 1984 . ce qunmomupa karo umxenep B TY - Codust u noiayyaBa 3BaHHE
»pororpad-xynoxuuk" or Komutera 3a kynrypa. [Ipe3 2017 r. 3amuraBa JOKTOPCKa CTETICH
o OTOXKYpHATUCTHKA. Y4yacTBal € B moBeue OT 100 KOJTEKTUBHU U3T0KOU C IPUCHICHU HAJl
60 wnarpamu. Mma nanm 40 camoctostenHu wu3noxOu B bearapus, ['eprus, Mcnanws,
[Moptyranus, Pymbuus, Pycus, @pannus. [lpes 1999 r. ce3naBa mexayHapoaaus ¢potodec-
tuBan buenane ,,@omap", unmero gecero wOuieiHo m3manue ce mposene mpe3 2019 r. B
Codus.



