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Testimonies without make-up

Abstract: This review of the book “Testimonies. Subjective Documentalism of Bulgarian
Photography (1970-1991) by Antoan Bozhinov highlights the author’s typology of the art of
photography and his definition of ‘subjective documentalism’. Bozhinov analyses his objects
in a global context and attaches them with some general trends in the art. The second part of
the book presents several Bulgarian artists working in the field of documental photography.
Most of them he knows personally and includes some interviews with them. The book itself is
an important document about some important social developments from the last decades.
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Herpumupanu cBugeresncTsa 3a 6JIM3KOTO MUHAJIO

[sx ma crmoka B 3arjiaBUETO ,,MHUHAIIO He3a0paBUMO, HO ce pa3kosiebdax - CKIOHHU
cMe Jia 3a0paBsiMe MHHAJIOTO, J1a U3TJIacKBaMe HSKBJE MO-AbJI00KO B MaMeTTa HEMPUATHUTE
MoMmeHTH. [IpaBuM ro KaTo WHAUBUIM, MOJTUKBAT HU Jla TO MPABUM M KaTo OOIIECTBO, THEC
nocra cuiHO. Hsikou ce chnpoTuBiIsBaT Ha 3a0paBara, equH OT TAX € AHToaH boxunos. C
Ta3W KHHTA, a U C Is1aTa Cu IelHOCT Ha ipodecuonaneH gororpad u uscieaonared.

Ot apyra cTtpaHa, He Ou OMJIO CHPaBEUIMBO Jla C€ YeTe Ta3H KHUIa caMo KaTto cOop ot
JOKYMEHTH 3a MUHaNoTo. T mma mo-ronemu aMmOuiuu. [IbpBata OT TIX € Ja MOCTaBU
pasriiexkaaHuTe SBJIEHUS B MAaKCHUMAJHO IIMPOK KOHTEKCT. IIpeacTaBsiHETO Ha U3SBUTE Ha
Obarapckure Qortorpadu € MpeaecTBaHO OT eJHa cOMTa MCTOpUs Ha TOBAa U3KYCTBO B
CBETOBEH Maimiad, WM TOHE Ha HIKOM OT CBITHOCTHHTE My (opmu. BTopara mo-oOma
amMOuIMs Ha TpyJa € Ja MpeasokH cBoe pa3dupaHe 3a ToBa IO € ,,cyOeKTHBeH (oTorpadcku
JOKYMEHTaIM3bM, OTTaM — M Ja OCMHUCIH HANpPEKEHUETO MEXIYy JOKYMEHTHUPAHETO U
cyOekTHUBHOCTTa. ToBa HampeXeHHe BCHUIHOCT € HEl0 YHHBEPCAJIHO, TO ChIIECTBYBAa IpHU
BCUYKH TUIIOBE JOKYMEHTH, (hoTorpadusra mpeasara OTIMYHA BB3MOXKHOCT J1a CH JIaJIeM
CMETKa 3a Hero, Ja ro ocMuciauM. He chiiectByBa aOCOMIOTHO OOEKTUBEH JOKYMEHT — Oui
TOI CHMMKa, pUCYHKA, TEKCT Ha MEXIyHApOJIeH JOTOBOP, IOPU aKT 3a pakJaaHe/ KPbIIEITHO
cBuzeTencTBo. Haii-MankoTo oQOpMsHETO Ha TEeKCTa HOCH HSKAKBU BHYIICHHS, €THO €
oTrope na muie, npuMepHo ,,Hapoana Penybnuka bearapus. Y moctoBepenue 3a paxxaaHe*,
npyro — ,.,bearapcka Ex3zapxus. Ceunerenctso 3a CBeTo KpblIeHHE .

®dororpadusita *Ma MHOTOOPOWHU Pa3HOBUIHOCTH, C HAKOU U3KJIIOYEHUS BCUUKU T€
NPEJCTaBAT HIKAaKbB pEaTHO ChILIECTBYBANl OOEKT (,,pedepeHT, Moxe Ja Iro Hapeuem,
LHIeHoTat", | kopenat™ u mp.) Toit Moxke na Oble BUISH U MpeaaZeH B CTUJA HA HAKOE OT
TEYCHHUATA B >KMBOIMHKCTA (HampuMep MUMIPECHOHHM3MA, a 3all[0 HE M Ha KyOu3ma) W TOBa,
Hay4aBaM OT A. BOXWHOB, € XapakTepHO 3a ,,MUKTOopanu3Ma™ BbB (oTorpadusra. Moxe,
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00paTHOTO, OCHOBHUSAT OOEKT Aa ObJie M3YUCTEH OT BCHMYKO OKOJIO HEro W OT ,,JUPEKTHHUTE
€MOLIMOHAJIHY BHYIIEHUA " ¥ Taka Jia ObJie CBbp3aH C ,,HoBaTa npeameTHoct™. 1 1.H.

KHurara npennounra a ce HacOYd KbM HEHIO JIPYro, KOETO € OIpPEIeNIeHO KaTo
,,CYOEKTHBEH (QoTorpad)CKu TOKYMEHT, KOMTO 4eCTO, HO HE 3aBJDKUTEIHO, € CBBpP3aH C
KypHaJIMCTUKaTa, ¢ MeauuTe. A. BOXKMHOB ro OTKpUBa IpeIu BCUYKO B KEIAHUETO Ja ce
npeacraBs HeoduuuanHaTa, HEKa3MOHHATa, HETPUMHpaHaTa CTpaHa Ha IKHUBOTA —
©)KEHEBUETO Ha MapruHaJu3upaHu xopa U rpynu. OCHOBaHMATA 3a TO3U U300p 3a SICHHU, T
Ce CIIOJENAT OT MHO3MHA, BKJIIFOUYUTEIHO U OT YacT OT ImyOiukara (KbM KOATO OTHACsAM U cebe
cu). CwluecTByBaT, pazbupa ce, W JAPYyrd CTpaHU OT JKUBOTA, JOKYMEHTHUPAHU OT
¢dororpadure. Crerckara ¢ororpadus, CHUIMKUTE OT YEPBEHUTE KHJIUMH Ha (HECTHBAIHUTE
CBIIO €A JOKYMEHT, ChIO CyOCKTHBEH, ChIIO MOTaT J1a HOCAT HAKaKBa MUPOHMS, J1a OJPUBAT
HSIKaKBa pUMMpaHa peaHoOCT, OUX Ka3all, HAKaKBa MUTOJIOTHA. BrpodyeM chIIOTO BaKu U 3a
OTAeNnHU 00pa3iu Ha opunmanHara Gororpadusi, KbIeTo, 3a0e/13aH0 WIK He OT LieH3ypaTa,
ChII0 MOXE Ja C€ IMPOMbKHE HSKAKbB HAMEK 3a HPOHMS, HECBhIJIAaCUE WJIU IPOCTO
JMCTaHIpaHe.

Hskonm or cHuMKHTE Ha [BamMa OT TNpeACTaBeHUTE B KHHraTta (otorpadu ce
npubInKaBar 10 MoA0OEH NOAXO0/, B €AUHMS CIy4aldl CbC CTYAMWHHU WU MPOCTO IPAaBEHU C
IIPEKJIOHEHUE ITOPTPETH HA ,,TBOPLHU , B IPYTHUsI — C UPOHUYHO IIpeacTaBsHe Ha ,,[IbpBua®, HO
cieq kato Bede He € IIppBu. Cp3HaTenHO crniecTssBaM MMEHaTa, T€ ¢a B TEKCTa HA KHUIATa, B
ChJbPKaHUETO M, IpU WitocTpauunute. Ho He Mora ia npembiya Ipyroro, BEpOSITHO OCHOBHO
JOCTOMHCTBO Ha TpyJa — HOPTPETUTE Ha eJuHajeceT Maiicropu Ha (oTorpadckaTa Kamepa.
BnpoueM, Tyk chIIO0 MOXeE /1a c€ MOThPCU HAKAKBB CYOEKTUBU3bM, HAITBIHO JETUTUMEH. A.
boxxnHOB € moadpan aBTOpu, KOUTO LIEHU U MO3HaBa, ciel WHpopMalnuara B HA4aloTo TOH
BMBKBA KaKTO OTKBCU OT UHTEPBIOTA U, TI0-YECTO, JUYHU PA3rOBOPHU C TAX, TaKa U JJAKOHUYHA,
HO BHMMATEJIHO OOMMCJIEHA XapaKTepUCTHKa M OLEHKa Ha TeXHUTe TBOpOU. BHUMaTemHUSAT
MOTJIe/] 11€ OTKpHE Ha MecTa M JTUCKPETHO JMCTaHIMpaHe OT IpelacTaBsHUTEe (oTorpadu u
TEXHUTE pa30upaHus. A CIEKTbPBT Ha MPEACTABEHUTE aBTOPU € MHOTO IIMPOK. EHU 0T Tax
ca MOYTH JIFoOUTENN (WM MOHE 3aII0YBaT KaTo JIIOOUTENH), APYTHU ca MIKOIyBaHHU Gororpadu,
€/IHU OT TAX UMAT PECHEKTUPAIIO KOJMUYECTBO IMyOJUKAIMK B Ipecara, U3J10’)KOM U Harpaau,
Jpyra ca ocTaHajau mO B csHKa. EAHM ce moTamsT B OOIIHOCTUTE, KOUTO 3aCHEMAT, IPYrd
HamHpaT CBOMTE OOEKTH Ha yiIMlaTa, TPeTH TI'M pasnojaraT B CTyAHOTO cH. Ennu ce
BB3JIbPKAT OT KAaKBOTO U Ja € MaHUIIyJHpaHe Ha U300pakeHusTa (1 Mo MpaBUJIO Ch3HATEIHO
[IPEBPBIIAT TOBA B CBOW CTHJI), PYTH I'0 MPABST MOBEYE WIH MO-MAJIKO AUCKPETHO.

He Oux wuckan ga ce mpaBsi Ha IO-KOMIIETEHTEH, OTKOJKOTO CbM (HEIIO YecTO
CpeLIaHo JHEC, a Mail U HE caMo JIHEC), 3aTOBA 1€ CE Bb3AbpXkKa OT KATETOPUYHU TBBPIACHUS
3a MHMOHEPCKUS xapakTep Ha kHurata. OueBuHO € obaue, 4e TS UMa CBOETO JJOCTOHHO MSICTO
cien He ocoOeHo OoraTtara Obarapcka Jureparypa 3a (otorpadus, 4e JOKyYMEHTHpA €/Ha
CHILIECTBEHA JIMHMSI B PA3BUTHUETO HAa TOBA MU3KYCTBO B €MH INPOABIKUTENECH NEPUOA U YE HU
3all03HaBa C MHOIO OT MalicTopuTe B Hero. M, He Ha mociemHO MACTO, caMmara KHUTa
Mpe/ICTaBIsABa IOKYMEHT 3a OJIM3KOTO MHHAJIO U € Ba)KHA PEeIUIMKa B pa3ropellieHus JHEIeH
nebat 3a ToBa BpeMe. AKO UCKaTe — M JTHEIIEH JOKYMEHT 3a TO3M Je0art.
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