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ABSTRACT

The collection Half a Century of Bulgaria was published in the late spring of 1929 on
the occasion of the 50™ anniversary of the foundation of the third independent Bulgarian state.

Both the idea and the realization of the collection were exactly what we would call a
Revival work. On the one hand, it carried the ideals of the Bulgarian Revival, but at the same
time it had a revival character in the European sense of the word, because it regarded the
whole, i.e. the state, not as a sum but as a unity of its characteristics. In the opinion of
Prof. Milena Kirova, who is the author of the foreword to the new edition, the Bulgarian book
market today, ninety-two years after the publication of the collection, abounds in all kinds of
encyclopedic editions on history, geography, Bulgarian cultural heritage and so forth, but
none of them can be compared to the work of Evgenia Mars.

It is no coincidence that its contemporaries in the 1920s, no matter how divided they
were on all other issues, unanimously called the book an “amazing achievement”, a “great
patriotic deed”, and a “rare feat”. It would be difficult to find something in Bulgarian culture
that has been greeted in such a universally laudatory way. However, the memory of history
can be astonishingly short. Only a few decades went by and this “amazing achievement”
proved to be forgotten and buried in the ruins of its own time. Only today, after almost a
century, did it finally rise again.
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PE3IOME

CoopHuuksT , IlonmyBekoBHa bearapus® uznmsa B kbcHaTa mpodieT Ha 1929 roauna 1o
cilyyall NeTJeceTrOAMIIHMHATA OT ChIIECTBYBAaHETO HA TpeTaTa He3aBUCHMMa Objrapcka
IbpxkaBa. nedra, cbCTaBUTENCTBOTO, PEJAKLMATA U OpraHU3ALMATa 10 HETOBOTO M3/laBaHE
IIPUHAUICKAT M3LUI0 M €JUHCTBEHO Ha EBrenus Mapc. PuHaHCHpaHETO Ha IIPOEKTa
(BKJIIOUMTEITHO Pa3XOJUTEe MO U3JaBAaHETO HAa COOpHMKA) ChUIO CU € M3LSJIO HEWHO; HE €
HOTBhpPCEHA MOMOIIL OT YaCTHH JapUTENIU UM OT UHCTUTYLIMU Ha ObJIrapcKaTa JbpiKaBa.

W 3aMucwiIpT, U peanusanusTra Ha cOOpHHUKa ca TOYHO OHOBA, KOETO OMXME HapeKIu
BB3POKICHCKO Aeno. Tol, OT eqHa cTpaHa, HOCU HJEAINTE Ha bBIrapckoro Bb3paxaaHe, HO
B CBHLIOTO BpEME KMMa PEHECAHCOB XapaKTep B E€BPOIEHCKUS CMHCHI Ha Jymara, 3aloTo
MHCIHU LSJIOTO, T.€. IbpKaBara, HE KaTo cOOp, a KaTo €JMHCTBO HAa HETOBUTE XapaKTEePHU
yeptu. Ilo nymure Ha npod. Munena Kuposa, aBTop Ha nmpearoBopa KbM HOBOTO W3/aHHUE,
OBArapcKUAT KHU)KEH Ia3ap JIHeC, JeBEeTJeceT U JBe FOJUHM Cie]] MyOIMKyBaHeTO Ha cOop-
HUKa, W300MJICTBA C BCSIKAKBU EHIMKJIONEAWYHU W3/IaHUSA: €IHU BBPXY UCTOpHSTA, APYrH
BBpPXY reorpadusra, TpeTU BbPXY KYJITYpPHOTO HacjeACTBO Ha bbiarapus, HO HUTO €IHO OT
TAX HE MOKE J1a c€ MepH ¢ 1enoto Ha EBrenus Mapc.

Heciy4aliHO HEroBuTe CHbBPEMEHHHUIM, KOJKOTO M Ja Ca PAa3eIUHEHU IO BCIKAKBU
npyru Bbiipocu npe3 20-te ronunau Ha 20 BeK, €AMHOIYIIHO U €MHOIIACHO Hapu4aT KHUraTta
,»YIUBUTEIHO MOCTHXKEHUE, ,,KPYIIHO POAOIIOOMBO N1€10° U ,,paabk noasur®. TpymHo ce
Cpella Hello, HallPaBeHO B OBJIrapcKaTa KyJITypa, KOeTO Aa € OMIIO MOCPELIHATO 10 TOIKOBA
BCeoOI0 xBasiebcTBeH HauMH. Mcropuyeckara nmamer obade Moxke J1a Objie cMalBaIlo Kbca.
MuHaBaT caMO HSKOJIKO IECEeTHJIETHS U TOBA ,,yIMBUTEIHO MTOCTUKEHUE  ce OKa3Ba 3abpaBe-
HO U norpe0aHoO B pyHHUTE Ha cBoeTo Bpeme. EiBa nHec, cinen 61130 BeK, TO Haii-ceTHE Bb3-
KpbCBa.



