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“UMemo, moBa Mu e Auyemo”

50 TOJIAHK
OT KOPHHIIKUTE
MIPOTECTH
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“My name, that's my face”. 50 Years since the Kornitsa Protests.
A Collection of Papers. Zeynep Zafer (Comp.), 2023, Blagoevgrad:
Balkanistic Forum Publishing House. ISBN 978-619-92694-0-4,
ISBN 978-619-92694-1-1 (pdf)

ABSTRACT

The Proceedings of the National Conference held on 18 November 2023 in Gotse Delchev on
the occasion of the 50» anniversary of the violent suppression of the Kornitsa protests (23 Janua-
ry 1973 — 28 March 1973), include research papers by academics and accounts of victims and
eyewitnesses. The objective of this collection is to reconstruct the methods employed and the
crimes committed in the forceful assimilation campaigns against the Pomaks in Communist
Bulgaria. Particular attention is paid to the violence and crimes on behalf of the state authorities
in the campaign of the first half of the 1970s, which were suppressed from public memory.
The eyewitness reports on the Kornitsa protests occupy a central place in the reconstruction of
the events, as they are interpreted as a unique example of the community’s political maturation
and responsibility to history. The self-sacrifice of the people of the two nearby villages of
Lazhnitsa and Breznitsa, who went to aid their Kornitsa neighbours and shared their suffering,
is the subject of two separate studies in the collection.

The truth about the protests and the state crimes committed is corroborated by the frank and
shocking accounts of fourteen eyewitnesses from the three villages, some of whom were women
and children.
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»J/AMeTO0, TOBa MU € JIMLIETO.

50 TOAVMHU OT KOPHUIIKUTE IMPOTECTH. CoopHuUK.
Cnbcer. 3eitnen 3agep, 2023, baaroesrpan,

HN3narencrBo: baakanucruuen gpopym. ISBN 978-619-92694-0-4,
ISBN 978-619-92694-1-1 (pdf)

PE3IOME

COOpHUKBT OT HallMOHAJTHATAa Hay4YHa KoH(epeHmwms, mpoBeaeHa Ha 18.11.2023 r. B
rpan ['oue JlenueB no noBoj 50-roguiiHuHaTa OT KbpBAaBOTO MOTYILIABAHE HA CMEJIUTE U OT-
kputi Kopuuiku npotectu (23 suyapu 1973 — 28 mapt 1973), BkIItouBa TOKJIaAd HA U3CIIE-
JI0BaTEU U pa3ka3u Ha NOTHPIEBILN U o4eBUALM. LlenTa Ha u3cneaBaHUsITA € 1a PEKOHCTPYHU-
paT METOJIMTE U U3BBPIICHUTE MPECTHILICHUS B KAMITAHUUTE 33 HACUJICTBEHO aCUMHIIMPAHE Ha
nomauuTe B KoMmyHuctuyecka boarapus. OcobeHo MsCTO ce OTAels Ha 0€33aKOHUsATa U Mpe-
CTBIUICHUATA HA IbP’KaBHUTE BJIACTH B KaMIIaHUATA OT II'bpBaTa MmojoBUHA Ha 70-Te rOAUHU,
KOUTO €a MOTYJIBAHU U HEU3BECTHHU.

LlenTpamHo MsACTO 3aeMaT JToKIaauTe 3a KopHUIIKKUTE MpOTeCTH, YHUKAIIEH IpUMEp 32
MOJIMTUYECKOTO Y3psiBaHE Ha OOIIHOCTTa U OTTOBOPHOCTTA U Mpes ucropusara. CamoxxkepTBaTa
Ha X0para OT JIBeTe chceaHu cena JIbxHuna u bpe3nuiia, KOuTo TpHrBaT Ha MOMOII HA CBOUTE
ChCEJIU U CIIOEIAT CTpaJaHusATa UM, € IPEAMET Ha JABE OTACIHU U3CIIE/IBaHNUS,.

HcTuHaTa 3a IpoTECTUTE U IbP’KaBHUTE MPECTHIIEHUS CE ChABPKA B OTKPOBEHUTE U
MNOKBPTUTEIHUTE pa3Ka3u Ha YETUPHUHANCET OUEBHU/ILIU OT TPUTE CeJla, HAKOU OT KOUTO €a KEHU
U Jena.
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