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ABSTRACT

This book is a translation into Bulgarian of a memoir by the New Zealand poet Kevin Ireland
(1933-2023) published in New Zealand in 2002. It would interest Bulgarian readers, because
the author describes his life in Bulgaria in 1959-1961, as well as his shorter stay in the summer
of 1969, his friendship with eminent Bulgarian intellectuals such as Georgi Markov, Tsvetan
Stoyanov, Vasil Popov, Petar Uvaliev, Rangel Valchanov and others, and now forgotten
Bulgarian customs. Kevin Ireland recounts unique events, such as the scandal involving the
Scottish Communist poet Hugh MacDiarmid, who was commissioned by the Bulgarian
authorities to translate Botev’s poetry, and Todor Zhivkov’s frightening meeting with Bulgarian
writers at their seaside resort near Varna in 1969.

The New Zealand poet has translated poems by Botev, Bagryana and other Bulgarian authors,
making their works known in the Anglophone world.

Besides the life of the Sofia Bohemians, Backwards to Forwards describes the artistic world of
London, where the author lived for almost a quarter of a century before returning to his
motherland.

The book was translated by Vladimir Dvoretski.
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KeBun Aiibpaana. Hazaa-nanpen. Memoapu. Counanucruyecka boiarapus
npe3 norJiea Ha eAMH HOBO3eJaHACKHU nmoeT. Pongauus ,,EBpona u
cBeThT, 2024. 2012 c. ISBN: 9786199185810

PE3IOME

Ta3u kHUTa € IPeBO Ha OBJITapCKH €3UMK Ha MEMOApUTe Ha HOBo3enaH Ickus noet Ke-
BUH Abpnann (1933-2023), nyonukyBanu B Hoa 3enanaus npes 2002 r. Ts npencrasisiBa
UHTepec 3a OBIrapCKUTe YUTATENH, Thil KaToO B HEsl aBTOPHT OMKCBA MPeOMBAaBaHETO CH Y HAC
npe3 nepuoja 1959—-1961 r. u mo-kpaTkusi cu MpecToi mpe3 JAToTo Ha 1969 ., mpusTeNcTBOTO
CH C BUJHM HAlllM MHTeNeKTyanu kato ['eopru Mapkos, L{Betan CtosinoB, Bacuun ITomnos, Ile-
Thp YBanues, Panren BbiiuaHoB u Jip., KakTo U Bede 1no3adpaBeHu Obirapcku oondau. Kesun
A¥bpnanj pa3ka3Ba U 3a YHUKAJIHU ChOUTHSA, HA KOUTO € CTaHaJl OYeBHU/CII, KaTO CKaHAAIBT C
HIOTIIAHCKUS TOET KOMYHHUCT X10 MakabpMu/l, Ha KOTOTO OBJITapCKUTE BIACTH Ca BH3JIOKUITU
Jia IpeBeie CTUXoBeTe Ha boTeB, KakTo U yxacsBaiiara cpemia Ha Tomop JKuBkoB ¢ Obirapcku
MycaTe Iy B MOYUBHATA UM CTaHIUs Kpaii Bapna npe3 1969 r.

HoBo3zenanackusT noet e npesen ctuxoBeTe Ha bores, barpsiHa u Apyru Haiy TBOpLH,
KaTo B PE3YJITAT TEXHUTE MIPOU3BEICHUS Ca CTAHAIU U3BECTHHU B AHTJIOC3UYHUS CBSIT.

OcBeH XHBOTa Ha coduiickara 6oxema npe3 60-te ronuan Ha XX B., ,,Hazag-manpen™
OTHMCBA U APTUCTUYHUS CBAT HA JIOHIOH, KBIETO aBTOPBHT € JKUBSII OJIM30 YETBHPT BEK, NMPEIn
Jla Ce 3aBbpHE B POJIMHATA CH.

IIpeBonau Ha kHurara e Biagumup J[Bopenku.
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