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ABSTRACT

This book presents the life and work of Mefkiire Mollova (1927-2009), the first Bulgarian-born
Turkish academic with an international reputation in the field of Turkic studies and the first
female poet to publish an independent collection of poetry in Turkish. Although she and her
husband Riza Mollov were among the founders of the Department of Turkish Philology at Sofia
University, she was allowed to work for only about 7 years (1953-1961) and was banned from
academic institutions for the rest of her life. Her research, which was recognised in Turkic
studies worldwide, established her as the most talented and productive Bulgarian scholar in the
field. She published her research in four languages — French, Turkish, Bulgarian and Russian.
Mefkiire Mollova built her original poetics on the Turkish folk song tradition and the poetic
school of the French classics.

This study focuses on the efforts of the Mollovs to advance scholarly knowledge, as well as
their resistance against the encroachment on the freedom of their academic work. In response
to the latter, the totalitarian government responded with violence, searches and confiscation of
scholarly literature in Turkish and the family’s rich archive. The book chronicles the tragic
events in Mefkiire Mollova’s life, including forced assimilation, exile from the country and the
confiscation of the last remnants of her family archive. It also provides a comprehensive
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bibliography of the research of the renowned Bulgarian Turkologist, whose contributions to the
field have been largely overlooked and neglected in her home country until now.
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PE3IOME

B kHurara ce mpencrass JKU3HEHUs, HAy4YeH U TBOpUecku mbT Ha Medkrope MooBa
(1927-2009), mppBaTta TypKHHS, MPENoAaBaTeika OT brirapus ¢ MeXIyHapO HA H3BECTHOCT B
o0JacTTa Ha TIOPKOJIOTHATA, U IIbpBaTa MoeTeca, ycIsiia Aa U3/1aJe CaMOCTOSTEIHA CTUXOC-
OMpKa Ha TYPCKHU €3HK.

Brwrpeku ye 3aeqHo cbe chiipyra cu Puza MomioB e cpes ocHOBaTeIUTe Ha Crelrai-
HocT Typcka ¢unonocus B Coduiickus YHHBEPCHTET, M mo3BosIBaT 1a paboTH caMo OKOJIo 7
TOIUHU (1953 1961), kaTo 10 Kpas Ha )KUBOTA W 5 IbPKAT U3BBH HayyHuTe uHCTUTYIMH. Ce-
PUO3HHUTE W U3CiIeBaHus, TI0Iy4UIM NPU3HAHUE B CBETOBHATA TIOPKOJIOTHUS, i IPEBPHIIAT B
Hall-TaNaHTIWBUSA U HAH-TIPOAYKTUBEH y4eH oT bbarapus B Ta3u obnact. Ts myOiaukyBa usc-
JICIBAHUSTA CH HA YETUPHU €3UKa: QPEHCKH, TYPCKH, OBJITAPCKH U PYyCKHU, HO HAi-MHOTO — HA
dpencku. Medkrope MoinoBa u3rpax/jia OpuruHaiHaTa Cu OeTHKA BbPXY TypcKaTa HapoIHa
MECCHHA TPAIUIINS U TIOeTUYEeCKaTa MTKOJIa Ha (PPEHCKUTE KIIACHUIIH.

B uscnenBanero ce oTens MICTO Ha ycunusita Ha MOJIJIOBH 32 HAYYHO pa3BUTHE, ChII-
pOTHBAaTa UM CpEIIy MOCETaTeJICTBOTO BBPXY CBOOOJaTa Ha HaydHATa MM paboTa, HA KOETO
TOTAUTAPHOTO YIPaBIIEHHWE OTBPBIIA C AbPKABHO HACUIIUE, OOUCK, KOH(UCKAIHS HA YacTHA
Hay4YHa JJUTepaTypa Ha TyYpCKH €3UK U OoraT apxuB. PaskpuBame, OCBETIISABAT CE pa3INIHH TPa-
TUYHU CHOUTHS OT *kHBOTa Ha Medxrope MoiioBa, HACUICTBEHATa aCHMILIAINS, HAITYCKAHETO
Ha CTpaHaTa ¥ OTHEMAHETO Ha IOCIICTHUTE OCTAaHKH OT CeMeHHus UM apxuB. J{aBa ce OnOIH-
orpadgus Ha Hay4YHUTE MyOIUKAllMKM HAa CBETOBHOM3BECTHATA OBJITapcKa TIOPKOJIOKKA, YHHTO
MIPUHOC B HayKaTa € MpeMbJIYaBaH U MpeHeOpersad y HaC U Jocera.
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